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The Duke Decazes has presented to the Spanish Em-
bassador in Frauce documents in sapport of the French
position toward the Carlists, Four hundred Carlists
bave been captured by the Republicans pear Albacete.
== About 200 lives buve been lost by the earthquuke
in Guatemals. === 1t is said that a4 German vessel has
demanded an jpdsmulty of the natives on Navigator's
Islands with s deslgn ultimately to secure the territory.

The Democratic victory in Ollo was celebrated in
Cleveland Saturday night. === The case of Prof. 8wing
s under cousideration by the Synod of Northern Ilinos ;
the consideration of the complamt ag#bst the Chicago
Preabiytery will toke plece to-day. =—=m A party of
white men, bound for the Black Hills, were attacked Ly
the Bioux ; severnl Indians and white mwen were killed
in the Oght that cusued. s==== It s probable that a con-
ference between the committees of the two parties in
Loutsiana will tuke place to-day.

The Frotestant Eplscopal General Couventlon sanc-
tioned the election of Bishop Wells, == An eccentric
colo-seller, while ln Jall ona charge of buying stolen
postage stamps. Was robbed of $100,000. === Gold, 110,
109§, 120.  Thermometer, 857, 539, 43°,

Prof. Swing's case is to eome up before the
Presbytery of Northern 1llinois, where the
liberal element is supposed to be compara-
tively weak. As the Professor is no longer
connected with the Chicagoe Presbytery, it is
that body and not he thit must be subjected
to trial,

————

The safe-burglary case—if it ias not post-
poned—will come up for trial at Washington
to-morrow. Among those who are nol ex-
pected at court is Benton, whom District-
Attorney Harrington has released on insignifi-
cant bail. Some people have been unkind
enough to hint that there is a desire to keep
this scandal under cover till after election day.

.

The visit to Waslington of the 1st Regi-
ment of Virginia Volunteers from Richmond,
recalls the pleasant days of intercourse between
our citizen soldiery of the different gections,
befors the war, when our 7th Regiment and
the Richmond Militia exchanged calls. Per-
haps in courtesies like these politicians wmay
gee some #igns of what the rest of the people
have long ago found out—that the war is over.

S

Details of a desperate ficht between a party
of adventorers bonud for the Black Hills
and a band of Sioux, arve given elsewhere,
The men who attempt the invasion of that
region after the distipet announcements from
Washington that the Government would not
gsanction such attempts, are gimply outlaws,
They take their lives in their own hands,
and losing them can have no pity, Their
efforts if successful would be a national dis-
grace, and we may regard it as good fortune
that in the present instance the party was
compelled to return.

e

As the assembling of Congress approaches,
rumors thicken of the ability and strength of
& lobby that is to influence heavy Government
pubsidies to the Northern Pacific and other
railroads. Judging from the feclings of the
people on this subject, it might be supposed
that thero was little danger of such projects
being carried through; but it maust be recol-
lected that several Congressmen are to go into
retirement at the end of the session, and while
on the ope band they will need something to
solace thera after withdrawal from public life,
they will have, on the other, no anxiety about
the opinions of constituents.

————
Special Agent Elliott’s account of Alaska, as

indicated in our dispatches, will not be so
glowing as some Government revorts that have

preceded it. We hear no more of tropical
frnits and the 1sothermal warmth of the Kuro
Siwo, In faet, Mr, Elliott is candid enough
to advise the Icelanders who think of coming,
to seck Puget Sound, instead of Alaska where
they will simply “wasto their lives.” Perhaps
the discrepaucy between this and previous
accounta arises from the circumstance that the
Special Agent is a student of natural history
and a close observer, and is qualified by Tong
residence in the region to know what he is
writing about.

Secret seaaions still continuing in the Episco-
pal Convention, there is little to be reported
of public interest. The need of secrecy in
these meetings is likely to be called in ques-
tion, since the procecdings are really not
of a sort that neod to be concealed.
Apropos to the main intercst which
attaches to this Convention, we furnish
to-day a complete statement of the ritualistic
movement in this country, describing its ob-
jeets, character and history. This will be
found of great valne when the expected dis-
cnssion upon the subject takes place, as there
are many among both its fous and friends
whose knowledge respecting it hardly equals
their zeal.

Some of the materials for such a story of
low life in a crowded metropolis as would
have dclighted Dickens, are to be found in
the sketch we give to-day of Bryant, the
dealer in postage stamps, Keeping an msig-
pifieant stand in William-st., near Fulton, and
bearing the usnal mdications of poverty, ho
has carried on a business in stamps and old
coins for many years, Seme days ago we gave
an account of his arrest, The evidence was
that his business of buying stamps at less than
their face value was the means of making
young thieves of office boya. While he was
under arrest his apartments were robbed, and
he declares that $70,000 in gold,"and other
property amounting to at least half as much
more, have been stolen. There is in this story
a very obvious moral about ill-gotten gains;
and some other reflections about the danger
of being robbed if on any cause or pretext
one is arrested, and about the extreme rarity
of stolen money being recovered, will suggest
themselves,

Elsewhere appear two cards from Dr, Sears,
concerning THE TrinuNE's report of the pro-
cecdings of the Trustees for the Peabody
Educational Fund, The Doetor seems to have
made some brief verbal statements eoncern-
ing the doings of the Board, and to have
furnished a long report of his own doings a8
Agent, which he wished Tie TrIBUNE to put
1 type and forward for simultancous publi-
cation by the entire press of New-York and
Boston, Tue Trisvse used the news about
the Board's meeting, but promptly returncd
the long document—not thinking the matter
worth the space in its crowded columns,
Thereupon the Doctor denounces the brief
account of the Trustees’ proceedings—a difler-
ent matter altogether—which we did print—as
“inaceurate,” and “a gross violation of a
“ pledge of personal honor,” and rushes hastily
before the public in defense of the cause of
« truth and honorable journalism.” The Doctor
is a most excellent man, of bigh character
and pure motives ; but we judge from the
tone of his explanations last night, as well
from his second note, that he has probably
discovered by this time that in his excitement
at our dechining to priut his report he went
off at half cock.

CAN THEY LEARN ANYTHING?

It is pretty clear that the Administration
party bas fallen gince the elections of last
week into nearly the same condition ot panic
which seized upon the Democracy in October,
1808, Six years ago terrified partisans of Ho-
ratio Seymour proposed to save themselves
from inevitable defeat by discarding an ob-
noxious candidate for the Vice-Presidency.
To-day, under very similar circumstances, the
Republicans offer to appease an irritated peo-
ple by tardy declarations against the third
term. The result of such a ehange of front, if
it should be attempted, would probably be the
same in the one case that it was in the other.
There are eritical periods in every battle
when change becomes impossible. Whatever
the blunders in the original plan of attack,
trying to correct them too late can only ag-
gravate the disaster. The solitary chance for
the Administration now is to make the best
possible fight in the disadvantageous position
it has foolishly occupied, and if it is beaten
to retire in good order and prepare for the
next engagement.

But in the midst of these portents of de-
moralization it seems to be bent upon fresh
mistakes. Next to suspicions of the third-
term project the mogt potent caunse of the re-
cent Republican reverses was undoubtedly the
misconduct of the Administration in the
Southern States, where local governments
were made and upset at the pleasure of Fed-
eral office-holders, and elections were turned
into burlesques. Yet we find the Administra-
tion preparing for a repetition of the frauds
and violence which have brought upon the
party such serious discredit. In Louisiana
there is every prospect of the perpetration of
gigantio rascalities at the next election, and
the men who swindled the people in 1872 are
still in office and high in the favor of the
White House. In South Carolina the Re-
publiean  candidate for Governor, who
was formally presented to the nominating
convention as the choice of President Grant,
was deeply concerned in the scandals off the
Qcott administration, and is now making his
canvass in company with the notorious Moses,
candidate for the Legislature on the same
ticket. In Alabama a disgraceful attempt to
manufacture & reign of terror, as an excuse
for mulitary intervention, has been defeated
by the promptuness of independent Northern
journals in putting the falsehoods of Republi-
can politicians like Mr. Hays to the test of
careful investigation; nevertheless we find the
Federal Government assuming the police su-
pervision of the State, seading troops into per-
fectly quiet localities, and arresting citizens
by the wholesale for alleged offenses which
do mnot properly come under its cognizance,
The Chairman of the Democratic Executive
Committee of Sumter County is arrested at a
political meeting on charge of * conspiracy to
“injure” a Federal detective, and sent 150
miles for examination before a Commissioner,
although there are two Commissioners on the
spot, both of them of course Republicans.

A SherifTs posse™of fifty men is arrested by
the same Federal officer for interfering to
quell a negro riot; and there seems to be a
fair chance that before election day all the
white Demoecrats of the county will be in ter-
ror of deputy marshals and special agents,
Upon this election in Alabama a great deal is
understood to depend ; the vote is close ; and
it is plain enough that if the Republicans are
beaten they are prepared to raise the cry of
Ku-Klux vielence in the hope of iutervention

from Washington. In Arkansas they are
threatening to have the new Constitution set
aside, though it has been adopted by a ma-
jority of 75,000 votes; and in Georgia they
are complaining of murderous outrages and
wholesale intimidation, though the State is
notoriously in profound peace.

If the Republican party wishes to regain
lost ground, it must begin 8 reform right
Lere. It must talk plain English to the
President; tell him there must be an end of
theso shameful performances in the Southern
States; Kellogg, Chamberlain, Hays, Spencer,
Patterson, Clayton, and all adventurers of that
stamp must be sent adrift; the right of self-
government must be restored to Louisiana ;
and Messrs. Casey and Packard must be in-
vited to retire. The party is too heavily
handicapped. If it wants to win this pace, it

must unload.

OUR EXPORTS T0 CANADA,

We publish this morning an explanation
from Dr. Edward Young, Chief of the Burean
of Statistics—one of the small number of our
high officials of whom the nation has reason
to be proud—of the incompleteness hitherto
existing in the official statistics of our exports
to Canada. In justice to Dr. Young we as-
sure our readers that in what we before ob-
served on this subject, he was the last man
we intended to reflect upon.

8till, we regard it as a fact the reverse of
creditable to the Treasury Department and to
Congress that no trustworthy statistics of our
exports to Canada have hitherto been collected
and published; that statistics known to be in-
complete have been printed year after year
without warning of their imperfections, and
that Congress has never taken sufficient inter-
est in the matter to provide for the collection
of eorrect information. At the same time such

things with us are not uncommon, For a score’

or more of years the registration of births in
this city has been so incomplete as to deprive
the tables compiled from them of all value.
Absolute correctness is not to be attained in
operations so extensive as the collection and
tabulation of the exports of so large a country
as the United States, but a certain degree of
approximation to the truth is requisite, or elsp
all the labor bestowed is worse than wasted.
The census of the United States, by aiming to
accomplish almost everything, does almost
pothing well. To this melancholy fact we have
the strongest testimony from the Superintend-
ent of the lnst one taken,

Our export trade to Canada includes a great
many articles of our own manufacture, and it
is desirable to know what those articles are
and what they are worth; but it is precisely
tlis important part of onr exports to Canada
of which no accounts have been collected. On
the eve of disposing of an important com-
mereinl treaty, we consult the tables of ex-
porta to Canada and find that no attempt has
been made to keep an account of goods sent
across the border in railroad cars, At the
same time there is nothing to_show that the
table of exporta is incomplete, and the publie
have generally accepted it as a full record.
For example, we find for the fiscal year 1873,
exports of cotton goods to the value of
£134,000, and of woolen goods, £14,000. If we
really have exported cotton goods to the value
of one or two millions and woolen goods to
half that amount, as seems not impossible, it
is important to know it. Dr. Young deserves
credit for s efforts to obtain this informas
tion for us. So far as last year is concerned
the evil can be remedied, but it is evident
that any comparisons with former years will
be false and misleading.

MORE WITTY THAN WISE.

The Great American Humorists must epen
their ranks for a reernit who bids fair to pluck
the laurels from the funnlest of them. Judge
Edwards Pierrepont, who has been heretofore
considered a wan of rather serious views of
life, comes forward to claim the credit of the
most hilarious joke of the time. e has writ-
ten & letter to a friend in Northern New-York
saying “he is satisfied that Gen, Grant has
% no wish or plan or intent to run for a third
“ torm.” He goes on to explain why false im-
pressions have arisen in relation to the mat-
ter. It seems that he and his “acquaintances,”
scorning to be questionedbefore the election
day of 1870 a8 to their opinion of the propri-
ety of a third term for a President, have been
in the habit of talking * jokingly to the ene-
“ mies of Gen, Grant, saying that his enemies
“ might force us to run him for a third term,
wate,” He says that this has placed the Pres-
ident and his friends in " an awkward position.”

This is certainly trne. We have rarely seen
more delightful humor and more sorrowful
truth in so little space. The only fault about
this joke lies in the excessive finesse and
delicacy of its irony. It is so fine that few
can see it. Only the most gifted microscopie
minds can perceive the joke in the third
term leaders in the President’s kitchen organ,
the third term resolutions of the South Caro-
lina and Florida Conventions, the third term
letters of Kemper and other Southern poli-
ticians, the third term speeches of Pomeroy
and Conkling at Utica, and the distinet and
positive third term pronouncement of Alex-
ander H. Stephens the other day in Georgia.
We doubt if anybody would have seen
what those mad wags were aiming at
if it had not been for this lueid commentary
of Judge Pierrepont. They were merely in
for o lark. They had no other object in view
but to increase the innocent gayety of the
world. But they played their sportive game so
excessively fine that many simple-minded peo-
ple thought they were in earnest, and were 80
frightened at the comie grimaces and funny
antics of these amateur comedians that they
went off in their panie and voted the Dem-
oeratic ticket before any of the humorouns
troop bad time to explain. Perhaps the actors
did not sce the joke themselves mso clearly
until after the election, Our best jokes some-
times have that fine posthumous growth.

Brilliint as the wit of it seems, when Judge
Pierrepont holds it up to us in the right light
and shows us where the laugh comes in, we
cannot regard the joke as an especially happy
one, when we consider it in connection with
what we may call its environment. Take the
funny men, the subject the joke was about,
and the results of it altogether, and nobody
can conscientionsly class it among the facetim
which have hall good luck. There ias nothing
more effective in politica than humor and
gatire properly handled. It was one of the
keenest and most powerful blades in the
armory of Lincoln. In the hands of Horace
Greeley it never missed its mark, But when
wo think of Olio, we are brought reluctautly
to the conclusion that as practical jokers these
third term friends of Gen. Graot are far
more witty than wise. We do not believe that
Gen. Dix with all his appreciation of genial
letters will pay to 'this effort of Messieurs

Pierrepont, Pomeroy & Co. the passing
tribute of a smile. And Gen, Grant
—for whose homer the merry jesh

was invented by the most faithful of his
household comedians,—what does he probably
think of it now?! We would not rashly
attempt to fathom a mind which probably lias
depths unsounded by Gen.§Baboock, but we
would hazard s not irreverent guess that even
he but dimly sees the fun of it. He feels,
perhaps—to compare dark things with bright—
like that historic unele of color upon whose
firm head some humorous boyas dropped an
anvil ont of a third-story window. * Looky
“hyar!” he remonstrated, “I don't object to
“young folks enjoyin’ of themselves, but
“# you've done spiled my hat.”

It we were as intimate with Judge Pierre-
pont as he is with the President, we should
advise’ him to imitate Dr. Holmes, and not be
as funny as be can. Another colleague of his
in humorous literature said the other day, and
we commend the apothegm to his candid con-
sideration, “No man ecnn be a healthy fool
“yunless he was suckled at the breast of
“ wisdom.”

THE OFFICE-OOLDERS' POLICY.

The orgnns of the Administration are either
unable or unwilling to discuss the question of
a third term upon its merits, Either from
sheer lack of comprehension of the subject, or
a determination not to admit its seriousuess
and gravity, they treat it not as a matter in-
volving a disregard of all precedents and a
radical change in the very theory of our Gov-
ernment, but simply as a question of Presi-
dent Grant's availability or capacity, or his
own wishes with regard to it. 1t seems almost
impossible to beat it into the heads of the
small-brained persons connected with organic
journalism that this is not a question whether
President Grant desires a reélection, nor of
how many votes he could poll, nor of
his strength in the party, nor of his fitness
for office, It i3 primarily a governmental
question ; not one of party policy or personal
belongings, and it is as sach that it should be
treated by men who undertake to be re-
sponsible for the policy and acts of a great
party baving eontrol of the country. It is so
mischievous and dangerous a heresy, that the
unwillisgness of some discreet and sober-
minded party leaders at first to admit it into
the realm of political diseussion as a possi-
bility to be considered can hardly be wondered
at. But, willingly or unwillingly, the subject
kas been foreed upon them in such manner
that they cannot safely overlook or negleet it.
They must meet it as a purely political ques-
tion: stripped of all merely personal or party
considerations. In that view of it, they are
relieved of all embarrassment concerning the
relations of the party to the President of its
choiee,

The question bas been widely agitated,
State and other conventions of the Administra-
tion party have taken ground in favor of a third
term; loading Administration organs have
cither openly avowed their support of the
plan or fairly intimated their readiness at
some later and more appropriate time to come
ont for it unequivoeally, and some of the most
influential leaders of the party are known to
bo doing all in their power quictly to push
tho scheme to success, These are the facts
which demand thonghtful consideration. In
view of them and in view of the tremen-
dons possibilities attaching to a system of
patronage which ramifies through the whole
country, with Washington as its center ani
all the wires under the finger ot the Executive,
the Republican party was invited simply to put
an end to the mischief which the wvery sug-
gestion of such a possibility must cause. It
could have done it with a half dozen words of
affirmation of & plain principle of government,
such as tho Kansas Republicans put in their
platform, But the party managers, in the
pride and plenitude of power, preterred to
treat with contempt the ecitizens who pro-
pounded to them civil and courteous questions
and preferred reasonable requests, and to dis-
miss them as “the clamor of men who are
“fond of making a fuss."”

What course is open then to the eitizen who
thinks he foresees danger in the careful
avoidance of the subject by the adroit man-
agers who know how to “fix things"” and bide
their time? He has asked his conventions to
affirm explicitly the adherence of the party to
the traditions of the past and the doctrines of
the fathers, and the managers have dis-
missed him with the remark that he was
“ making too much fuss,” IHe bas reason to
believe that the men who hold office are
planning to keep themselves in place by the
reélection of their patron, and he sees great
peril to the Republic in such a proceeding.
What can ho do except quietly protest against
it, and against the conspurators who
imitate their master’'s silence and wait
their opportunity. How protest? Thero is
but one way left, and that is at the ballot-
box. The Democratic party may be danger-
ous and bad; thousands of Repunblicans so
consider it, who do not like to vote for its
candidates, and yet are unwilling to give
countenanco or support, directly or indirectly,
to the third term conspiracy. Many of them
will lay aside their seruples and vote the
Democratic ticket, for the simple reason that
they can in no other way make their opposi-
tion to the office-holding munagement of their
own party effective, They will do this the
more readily because they see that the sufety
and prosperity of the country demand
that tne mimority should be strength-
ened in Congress, and that the party
sooverwhelmingly preponderant in all branches
of the Government should be reminded of its
responsibility to the people and put ander ad-
ditional checks and restraints for its own and
the country’s good.  There is no davger of
immediate Democratic ascendency. Thera is
danger of the Republican party falling under
the absolute control of office-holders and being
used by them for purposes at war with the
prineiples upon which it was founded. There
bave been times when a Democratic success
would have been greatly injurious to the
country. That is not now, however. The re-
flecting voter sees and understands this, and
it will not be strange if the coming elections
ghould disclose a greater disposition on the
part of the people to rise above party and act
for the country than has been seen in many
years before.

The Congress of Women, whose seasion has
just elosed in Chicago, if it at all equaled m
dignity or earnestness of purpose their first
meeting in this city a year ago, ought to com-
mand a larger share of pyblic attention than
any other of the numberless convocations of
women held since the beginning of the move-
ment for their  “enfranchisement.” The
women in the first Congress came
apparcntly because they really bad some-
thing to say or to do. Unfortunately, the
Woman's Movament (like the majority of

'Huumenu among men) threw to the front

certain ambitions talkers whose only object

Wil (0 Eain Potosighy o (o adyortisg -

selves in their individual capacitios as lee-
turers, physicians, or preachers; and in that
single fact lies the secret of the indiffercnce
with which this cause, so dear to the hearts
of many good women and men, has been held
#o long by the public. A demagogue or vapor-
ing sentimentalist is rcoognized by the sharp
common sense of the people as easily in pet-
ticoat and polonaise as in coat and hat.
Neither vaporing nor demagogism was tol-
erated in the first Congress, and we believe
has not been in the second ; it 18 indeed quite
time that the Canse should show practical
work to practical ends, and confine the flow
of words to brief councils as to direction of
that work. The publie, we would suggest in
all respect and sincerity, has borne a long
wash of words on this subject; we have had
all the adjuncts of a nine-days flood, from the
rainbow hues of sentiment to tho mud of
abuse, We hail with relish as a wholesome
sign, therefore, the actnal items of work doing
or done, offered in the Congress.

The quiet assumption of a man’s ordinary
place and labor by any one woman, and the
faithful, complete performance of that work,
do more to convince the puble of feminine
ability than the culogies of that ability in a
dozen windy orations, We might doubt the
safety of " great monetary enterprises,” when
committed to female hands, or question
whether women had any leading part to play
in flnance for the salvatien of the country,
even after hearing these subjects ably handled
by Mrs. Livermore or Mrs, Soulé. But
we remember certain  Dbusiness  houses
conducted by women with &  sharp
and  successful eye to tho main
and to every chance; we recollect
a pretty, fashionable widow, to whom was
given the control of her husband’s property
for five years, and who so traded and worked
untiringly as to conquer a comfortable fortune
for herself in that time, and then sank back
agnin composedly into the warmth of India
shawls and glitter of ball-rooms. There were
young girls in the South, toe, driven during
the war to exert themselves or starve, who
raisod mules, planted cotton, and ran the
blocknde with it, too, as shrewdly and suc-
cessfully as any carpet-bagger could have
done ; there are thousands of women in Paris
and London any one of whom offers more
certain proof of the variety and keenness of
the eapacity of her sex for making money than
the most metaphysical essay on her finaneial
ability could do. It was not, we beg our
earnest friends to remember, Aaron, who eould
gpeak well, whom the people followed, but
Moses, who brought them manpna and quails
to satisfy their hunger,

The return of Miss Charlotte Cushman to the stage
ia fuller of intercst than any mere dramatie event
can be, Sheis the only representative now remaio-
ing of & great and noble school of art which has
paased away and left nothing as vet prepared to take
ita place. Her mental and phbysical powers have
been so wonderfilly preserved that those who see
her in Queen Catharine ean have as clear an idea as
their fathers had of the best tragie acting a half
century ago, and those who witness her Meg Mer-
rilies need no other 1llustration of that magnificent
kind of melodramatic acting which has now gone
ont of fashion. Wo have no right to speak but with
the greatest reserve of the great tragedian’s personal
merits. Butithose who go to Booth's Theater during
the coming wecks will talk to those who come after
them of the pleasure they had in seeing, in her
glorious old age, & woman who will always remain
an honored tradition of the stage, which she illu-

mined with the equal splendor of her geuius aud
lier virtues,

e ————

Though Gen. Butler's bitterest enemy never ac-
cused him of modesty, some of his best friends have
tried to eredit bim of late with a disposition so re-
tirmng as to induce him to withdraw frem public life
al the end of another feem. But the precedent of
his pertinacity is against it, as well us the precedent
of pervrrsity and foolishness among his Republican
opponents. Moreover, the General does not talk like
a man whois pronouncing hisante-mortem obitoary.
1n his speech to the Couvention he said: “I have
many warm and faithful friends, whom I shall be
glad to sorve 1n any way I can whenever it is con-
gistent with the public service,” This was heard
and frantically applauded by collectors and asses-
sors, and special agents and clerks, Simmonses in
bud and Simmonses in bloom, aud louks like anotlher

campaign for something.
—— ——

A letter signed “ Peat-Fuel Company " calls our
attention to an old pote from Mr. Greeley, saying
thiat he was tired of hearing of peat machines, and
wonld rather hear of peat fuel; when the tirst hun-
dred tons eame to this eity for sale, he wanted to be
informed of it. The Peat-Fuel Company say that it
has come, and that it enters the market in competi-
tion with the most expensive coals; wherenpon they
golicit our investigation, All we have tosay at pres-
ent is, that a company which gives no signs of its
exstence in tha newspapers orin the City Directory,
and whichis so unbusiness like as to send us a letter
without date or other clue to itsloeal habitation,
does not scemn to us to have yet started on the most
certain method of sapplanting coal in the New-York
market, desirable as that consnmmmation might be,

The following official announcement may reason-
ably be supposed to have created something like
consternation m steaitened households, though of
course the great publie heard nothing of the incon-
vepienee which resulted from it:

WAR DEFARTMENT, ATW.-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
WASHINGTON, July 24, 1874,
[Memorandam. |
Thera will be na payments made by the Freedmeon's
Brapch of this office hafore the 1stday of Beptember,
1574, the digbursing oficer belng on leave of absence,

We do not object to a reasonable leave of absence
for publio oflicers; but if the bnsiness of every bu-
rean and department comes to a full stop whenever
its chief is away, it seems to ua the Government ma-
chinery at Washington must be immovable for
about six mouths iu the year,

———

The dreaful freshet at Haydenville, Muss,, lias
had a quickening eftect upon at least one Hayden-
villain's couscience, for he has just returned to a
widow of that town an old half-bushel measure
which he borroweg of her husband sixteen years
ago. What must have heen the feelings of that poor
ginner when the Last Day seemod to be at hand—
when Judgment threatened him with that half-
bushel weighing heavily upon his soul! Perbaps he
wickedly wished it a large tub in which he might
defiantly float in safety. At any rate, he was seared
into restitution as aforesmd; and glad the widow
wad to get the bushel for a sonvemr, it being the
only thing of her own or her husband’s which was

pot wushied away.
———

The Union League did wisely in adopting its
earnest resclutions io favor of the Constitutional
Amendments; and its action derives especial weight
from the non-partisan attitude of the Clab, We be-
lisve both the candidates faver the amendments;
and at any rate there can be no doubt of their
adoption if only sufficient interest can be aroused to
secure & full vote on the subject. Three of these
amendments we regard as of special value, those
checking wpecial legislation, providing decent pay
for legislators, and stoppiong the waste of the State’s
money on the lateral eavals, Will not the press
bring them more generally thau has yet been done
to the attention of voters ¥

——————
® Whenever wo hear of the Baroness Burdett
Coutts we hear some good of her. Her last bit of
benevolence has been to institute a Donkey Bhow
at Torquay, the objeot being to promote the virtues
of patience and moderation in tho bosoms of the

donkey drivers. i
‘:‘“u n:n It lhuo.:ahdenr can thrill with

FINE ARTS—DRAMA—MUSIC.

FINE ARTR.
EXMIRITION OF DRAWINGS BY MEMBERS OF THE
NEW-YORK CHAPTER OF THE [INSTITUTE OF
ARCHITECTS,

A certain witty lady is reported to havs
aald, that, when dioner was announced, all  her
danghters put on their hats, and went (for & walk. We
recalled this aslly the othor plght sas we examined fag
large collection of drawings in the Somerville Buiding,
sinco an exhibition having been announced of drawings
by members of tbe New-York Chapter of the Tostituue
of Architeets, ;many of the priocipal members would
soemr (o have stayed away, Porhaps, howevar, this may
be oply in seeming, and the names we miss may bos
bel to the Institute; in which case, wo may be
nllowed to say, so much the worse for the Instituts. In
our opinion, the time has come when at least & yoarly
exhibition abould be wade of what s golng on in the
field of Architectare hers about ae, and if the e xhibition
coitld be made to include the principal bulldings going
up in other parts of our country, that would be s
much the more interssting, So important do we think
the exhibition we propose, that if we are to consider the
present collection of drawings as an attempt to
eatablish a oustom, wa cheerfully overlook many things
we ahould else be disposed to eriticise with some sharp-
ness. For, as an exhbibit of what the New-York Chapter
of the Institute of Architects can show 1o the way of
designs for bulldings either werely proposed or potually
in course of execution, it does not ebeer us wuch.
Btudied wifh care some clover enough professional work,
both in design and in draughismanship, s discoverabia,
but the good 1s o proportion to the bad or the commou-
place, too much like the bread in Falstafs Wil to the
suck, What will most sarprise the foreign visibor—per-
haps we may say the Euglish especially ~will be the isjune
character of the drawing: there are several tolerable
ploces of draughtsmanship bere, but hardly ono st
rate, and even those that pass muster took like the work
of pard assistants, notlike the work of un artistenjoying
the record of his own design,  Mr, Healy's vucowfors
able cb inat the a that they are artistaby
proxy, might be sald appwrently of too many of our
arclitocts, ouly without lmpiying auny deception om
thelr part, for the employment of professioual decors
tive draughtsmen to put * elevations ™ into perspeetive,
and dresa them up iuto s pletiure with color, sky, tresg
and figures, s 8o common a4 not to be thought worth
concealing. It seems odd, but there s proof enough om
these walls that we bave architects willing to offer ab
buildings of great cost asd importance who cannot rep-
resent their designs to the eye In perspective with any
skill or artistic charm. But everybody who has seen
such exhibitions in London or FParls knows that the
artistic excellonoe and splrit of the drawings is a prime
charm of the display, and makes more than balf the
value of the exbibition as an educator, It Is as well
worth whtle to study an architectural drawiog by Bue
gea, or 1. P, Beddon, or Etreet, or Troetitt, as to atudy
landscapes or figures by certaiu Royal Academicians. A
man might do u worae thing for the cultivation of his eye
or his taste than to buy Viellet le Duc's * History
of Architecture” for the woodents alone, even if he
could not read s word of the French text. It seema,
and falth, it is as absurd to tmagine an architect worthy
of the name unable to put his own design on paper pie
torially as to suppese ayjundscape painter nandiug over
tosan assistant a bundie of Summer sketches to work up
for the Academy, Yet it bad an avdacious ook to see a
man proposing to build such a eolossal monstrosity as
the State Capitol at Hartford—ulas, poor Hartford =
and yet not a bit dashed st baving to prove his incom-
petency by three such drawings of the buildiag as were
conspicuous on thess walls, Wa admit that o Now-
Yorker living in sleht of the new- Post-Office had better
say as little us possible about monstrosities in Lullding,
but that must not prevent our squeszing Hartford's
nand in silent sympathy, when we think of the Court-
house ahe ls to bave, We thiukjthejarchitect must have
eaten very beartily late at might of the Capltol as
Washington, St. Peter's ut Rome, a few Gothio cathe-
drals, with someFrench cliateaus by way of relish, and
topping off with some of Muliett's performances—and
then gone to bed and dreamed this nightmare. Howaver,
it Hartford lets him bulld it, another geseration will
moke Now-Haven the capital in self-lefense.

There are some drawings bere that are not badly exe’
cuted, those for instance fsent jby Mr. N. La Brun, Mr.
J. C. Cady, Mr, Arthur Crooks, Mr. Broce Price. Bus
there is nothlog striking, and the same judgmoent musd
be pronounced upon the desigus, which nre disappoint-
inaly tame when they arc not convalsively ambitions.
This seema to us the worst feature of the exibition, the
feveriah attempt at display, the over-ornsmentation,
the tawdry effuct, repose ju an unknown quality exoepy
in rare inatances, and is tame rather than digoiflsd
when it l& met with at all.

8till, though this exhiibition doea not glve 4 very chears
ful notion of what our New-Youk architects are dolug,
we are glad to seo & begluning mude, and heartlly wish
It conld have been open longer. Why the Academy of
Design doea mot offer the Institute Its rooms for sa
exhibition is s puzzie we do pot profess to be abile Lo
solve, Wo should have supposed it existed for such
ocensions, But the Institute is pushed to hire & dancings
hall, and ean only bave it by grace for two nighta
Another year we hope to see an architecturul exhibition
opened 1n the Academy, aud an effort made to have the
real comdition of srchitecture awong us reprosented by
the works of our prigcipal srchirects as woeil as by leas
koowu members of the profession.

- ——— —
THE DRAMA.
FIFTH AVENUE THEATER=MOODRCROFT,

Mr. B.. C, Howard's pew play, entitled
» Moororoft,” was acted at the Iuth Aveoue Theater
on Baturday uight, fn the presence of a fashionable
sudlence, 80 numerous that 1t fllled every part of tbe
house. The plece was set upon the stage with neat and
pretty scenery, and its chief partsa were very richly
dressed. Portions of It elieited laugbter and quite
hearty apy . These manifestations, however, werd
such as good-natured andicnces generslly give, and M
would be foollsh to Infer from them that ** Moorerofs
ia nocepted as & good Awerican comedy, or a8 a good
play 1n any seuse whatever. Play-gocrs bere—who, as @
cluas and as a rule, do wot attuch much importauce to
the subject —are so courteously and kindly anxious thaf
everything should go well upon ths stage thut they are
auick to nceept the least indications of werlt, and they
ure especially ready to adwire und applaud the eflects
of parely fareical tneldents. Iodications of merit do here
and there oceur in Mr, Howard's play, and farce effects
abound in it; so that it is entirely easy for au experi
enced observer of such matters to see how a first-nikhi
andience could applaud tbis piece without in the least
intending to approve . A w: than ** Moor
croft "' it has wever been ol sfortone to witnessj
and we are fully persunded that the public understood,
and will contivue to nndersiand, ita silliness. It s
poesibly, o trifle better than * Saratogs,” because thad
play was coursely Indelicate aud this one I8 mot indele
cate at &ll; but the sawe sickening puerility
of style characterizes both  the  plays, and ia
o Mooreroft ¥ It swells  apd  bourgeons like aa
inflated  caulifower, Any talk  about  Amert
can Comedy, i relation to this plece, would be
at impertineuce to inteiligent readers. Our literature
% not destitute of good comedies, ss all persous know,
who kpow anything about tue sabject ; and, as to the
compositions of Mr. Howard, ho Lus never written one
line of comedy, and, if the quality and traits of Lis
pleces may be accepted as imlications, he never will—
for they clearly denote that be bs naturally lgnorant of
the whole matter, Wherever wit ts ln order Mr. Howard
is protiy sure to rewember the littie anecdotes in bl
comic almanac; and bis dea of buwor—as shown o
# Mooreroft "—i5 a man dressed tn woman's clothes, wbo
talks falsetto and conghe aud strangles, or & negro in e
pink neck-tic, who speaks bad French. For represent-
ative traits of character, representative incidenta in life—
other then superticial cues—trathful pictures of manoers
sensible uud delieate suggestions of deals, the eloments
of romance, and that fine style of exaggeration which
18 the essentiul robe of comedy, not to speak of good Eoe
glah, the spectator will lock lu vain, (uto any composl-
tlon by this writer. 1t scemed judicions and bumane, s
fiest, to view Mr. Howard's efforts with lepiency ; and
we looked in o charitable manner UpoD one ** American
Cowedy ” in which the youth of this time were
represemted  as maklpe assignations throogh the
pasty medium of The Herald persouals, und s newlys
mirried old gentleman was shown to be jealous of his
own scarcely sdolescent son. This bad wot the dignity
of good, bonest, dowaright Freneh fllth, but wis a kind
of school-boy Imitation of it. Still, 1t was n wess of
trivinhity and farce, anil there sgemwed remson tolet i
go. Huwan patienes, however, has limits, and “ Moor
croft” goea beyond them. Weo do nok iatend
to compliment this farrago by wWriting out the
analysia of it which we have mentally made. It siari
with a strong and suggestive dea--borruwed from &
sketeh by Col. John Hay—growing out of the theory ot
possibly complicated, tragic of pathetic sscial and do
mestic relations incldent to the aystem of Seuthers
slavery now extinct. A Guorgis plantes la represanted
as having sold hia balf-brother to an amorous widow I8
the nolghborhood, who weets her eacaped obatiel

siijogd TOAD SILOVward, aug proposeg b elalm DI
’

—

. -
s oosamneltiNGG T T TN .



